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® YN laying Taxes upon Trade, *s true tit the han lr. ff © © 
2 of Pn ought to lie upon Govd Im » becauſe 0) ' / ] I47 
a the Conſumption being withia Our ſelves, the Conſumer is F-SY 
ſuppoſed to pay the Duty : but Sugars Imported from Our 
own Colonies have ſeveral juſt Exceptions from this Rule, which 
quite alter the Caſe. 
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I. The Plantations are « Part of Our ſelves, tho? they are plac'd 
Remote; the Goods they tranſmit hither ought to be eſteem'd 
' Our own ManufaQture and Growth, and to be uſed accord- 


ingly. 

The Miſtake in this particular Point has been a great Occa- 
Gon of Our Burtheming the Plantations in Americe; by which 
they have been diſcouraged, and their Neighbour-Colonies 


eacreaſed. 


--,,.. To ſpeak of Our. Sugar-Colonies in particular. 


The Produf of them ( except what is ſpent in Our own Colo- 
nies) is wholly tranſmitted to England. Here is their Market ; here 
their Profits are made ; and here they, who get Eſtates there, retire 
to live and ſpend them : Here they buy all their Neceſſaries ; ſo much 
as the Cloths they wear, and great part of the Food they eat: 
There is ao One Argument which can be uſed to denominate the 
Ifle-of Wight to be part of England, but what holds good for theſe 
Colonies, the Diſtance of Place excepted; and that's an Article 
which makes it ſtill more Beneficial ro us ; . for it is much more to 
our Advantage that thoſe Iſlands ſtand as they do, than if they lay 
in the Channel as the Wight does. The Employment of Seamen 
and Shipping, 4nd the great Price they give for Our Manufattures, 
is a Demonſtration beyond the Power of Argument to prove it. 

If Sugar, Cotton, and Ginger, were the Produ@ of the Iſle of 
Wight, 'tis preſum'd we ſhould count them Our own Growth, and 
be very of them ; *cis plain they are as much Our own now, 
and to much more Advantage, and ought therefore as much to be 
valued and proteQed. 

The Planters are Eyxgliſþbmen of our own People, they neither 
Buy nor Sell with any but our ſelves, they Conſume Ten times more x2 
of our own Produtt and Manufattures, than the like Number of any of 


our 


(s) 
bur own People in England, and pay Three times the Price for it ; they 
make the return of all their Induſtry and Labour to us; this is the 
Center of their Wealth, the Place where they lay it up, and where 
their ofterity ſpend it ; therefore to Burthen them, is to Ruin the 
moſt Proficable and moſt Induſtrious part of our own Body. 


Bur 'tis Obje&ted, That though this be true, it does not appear that 
laying a Duty on their Goods here, can be a Burthen or Rvin to 
therr 1 raae, it being rais d here not there, and paid by the TIm- 
porter, and to him again by the Retailer, and at laſt by the Con- 
ſumex, inthe Prices f the Goods ; all Taxes in general being ſup- 
pofea to be pard by the laſt Buyer. 


This were 2 good Argument, if ſad Experience had not made it 
app-ar to bea miſtake ; and ro convince thoſe who are of another 
Opinion, *cwill be neceſſary a little to examine the Hiſtory of the 
Trade, and of the lait Duty impoſed upoa it. 

- Our Sugar Trade, in general, is but a young ManufaQture, and 
dates its Original within the Memory of ſome Perſons now hving, 
and is, perhaps, the greateſt improv'd Trade, and the moſt Proti- 
table ro / neland, that is, or ever was in the World. The firſt 
cauſe of its riſe was from the Indiſcretion of the Portugaeſe, who 
preſuming upon their being Maſters of the Sugar-Trade in the 
Br fills, laid a heavy Tax on their own Sugar, which encourag'd 
our ifJand of Barbedoes, to whom firſt the way of making of Sugar 
was diſcover'd, to run into the Trade ; and it has been in vain that 
the Portugueſe ſaw their Error, and have fince endeavour'd to re- 
trieve it, This is fo direQt an Example, *tis needleſs to argue it. 
And whoever knows the Sugar- Trade, cannot be ignorant, that it 
is not impoſſible to be loſt by the ſame Error by which it was 
gain'd, 

In the Reign of the late King James an additional Duty was 
laid upon Sugar , notwithſtanding all the Remonſtrances of the 
Traders and Planters to the contrary ; and yet even then nothing 
but the pretence that the Duty wou'd not affeQt the Planters but lye 
on the Conſumer,, with a Promiſe of His Majeſty to remit it if it 
prov'd otherwiſe,| could make it ſeem tolerable. 

'But when time|demonſrated the ſad effe&t it had on the Planter, 
and they applied for Relief, they were anſwer'd, *7was an Unman- 
werly thing to put His Majeſty in mind of His Promiſe. 

'Tis true, if Sugar was Planted and Cur'd in Ezpland, the Duty 
might lye on the Conſumer, as in other Caſes it does ; but here the 
Caſe oiffers exceedingly. 

The Planter is the Seller at our Market, the Merchant here is but 
the FaQtor ; when the Planter Ships his Sugars for Eng he con- 
ſigns them to his FaQtor to be Sold for him, and generally draws 
Bills upon his Fa&tor for as much as he.ſuppoſes the Produce to be, 
and ſometimes more. | 

Upon laying the Duty abovementioned, the Experiment was made ; 
the Factor had two ways to manage the Sugars and Bills, and no 
more. 


i. To 


JO7 


EF 


1. To Accept the Bills abſolutely. Or, 
2. Conditionally, 

-If he accepted the Bills abſolutely, he would thea fell the Goods 
at the Market-price, let it bz wiat ic would, to enable him to 
comply with th: Paym2at; and if the PcoJuce did not mike it 
good, the Planter remiia'd D2btoc co the Ballaace, ſo the Loſs 
return'd upon him. 

If he accepte1 the Bills conditionally, that is, to pay whea the 
Goods are fold: If the G 5245 did not ſell ia time, the Bills weat 
back proteſted, or elſe were Noted, aad lay here at Intereſt and 
Charges. By both which the Planter was a conſiderable Loſer both 
in Money and Reputation. | 

The Buyers here knowing too well theſe Methods of cheir Trade, 
and that of Neceſlicy the FaQt5r mult (ell for the Reaſons aforeſaid, 
refuſed to advance ia Price notwithſtanding the Dury, and with- 
held buying by a General Coaſeat, and the Conſequence ſoon an- 
ſwer'd their Exp2Qation, for the Faffors were ” gn to ſell at the 
old Price to ſupport the Credit both of themſelves and their Prin« 
cipals. 

"hes ſome of the moſt Conſiderable FaQtors being willing to try 
all poſſible Ways for their Employers, ſhipp'd oft great | Toe 
ties for Holland, Hambourgh, and other Parts, but thoſe Markets 
being not able to take off che Quaatities, and the Bills ſtill following 
the Goods, to enable the Exporter to pay the Planters Bills, as 
above, the very ſame thing follow'd Abroad, the Goods were 
forced to be ſold to raiſe the Money, and the Loſs fell till upoa 
the poor Planter. 

Thus, whoever pays the Money, the Planter bears the Loſs, and 
is left ia Debt, and coaſequeatly Uadone ; for 'tis quite another 
thing to be in Debt in the Weſt-Indies than 'tis in England. 

That the Planter is not able to bear the Duty, ar leaſt, at this 
time, is the next thing to be wary , and that is as plain as the 
other. The War which has laſted now nine Years, has beea a 
General Prejudice to all Trade, but to the Wef-India Trade in 
particular: And in the Weft Tzdiey, the Iflinds of Barbadoes and 
Famaica have been as it were deſtin'd to be Ruia'd, having beſides 
the War had a Complication of Diſaſters, as. the dreadful Earth- 
quake, and the Inſurretion of the Negroes at Jamaica , the Loſs of 
Three or Four entire Fleets from Barbadoes, by Diſaſter of Weather 
and Hurricanes, together with « Diſftemper brought amongſt them 
by the Men of War, little better than the Plague, which ſwept 
away great Numbers of their Inhabitants. 

Alſo they have raiſed Forces, and fitted out Ships at their own 
Charge for ſeveral Expeditions; and in ſhort, beſides their Loſſes 
at Sea by the French, with the Ruia of great part of Jamaica , 
and St. Chriſtophers, by their Deſceats, have raiſe larger Taxes on 
their Eſtates than has been paid by us at home 3 by which Means >$ 
there is not half the Sugar planted in the Weſt-Indies that was bg-. 


fore the War. 
After . 
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.. Aﬀer all this, now Peace is obtain'd and: Trade revives, to lay a 
Tax upon Sugar would be the ſame thing to them as a Continuance 
of the War, and the whole Iſlands muſt fall under a viſible Decay 
by it. Which ought tobe eſteem'd a3 a Decay of our own Strength and 
Trade, becauſe it will of conſequence leſſen the Conſumption of our Mas 
nufattures, and abate the Number of our Seamen and Shipping, which 
are the Wealth and Strength of the Nation. 

There are many other Arguments to prove the nature of the 
Trade or Art of Planting cannot bear it ; as, The Soil requiring 
more Charge to Manure and Plant it, than formerly it did ; Su- 
gars bearing a tefs Price tharat firſt ; the multitude of Caſualties 
and Miſcarriages the Plantations and Management of Sugar are 
conſtantly ſubje& to, more than any other ManufaQture or Planta- 
tion in the world ; with the more than uſual difficulty and length 
of time requir'd to recover thoſe Miſcarriages ; with the ſeveral 
high Duties and Taxes raiſed in the Country, befides what they 
pay already in Exgland, which together is not leſs than 3o per Cenr. 
on the real Value of their Sugars; with an Impoſſibility of raiſing 
the Price, the Markets being abſolutely governed by the Quantities, 
not the Coft of the Sugars, which retarns all Taxes on the R{anter, 

Nor are they reliev'd by the Exportation here, tho' the Duty be 
drawn back ; for alt Exportations from hence, excepting what are 
occaſion'd by a Demand from abroad, always returns a Loſs, Fo- 
reigners being too well acquainred with the reafon of ſuch forced 
Exportations ; of which we had plain Examples in the time of the 
Duties before-mentioned. 

We dare not ſay what effe& this may have upon men who are 
put under deſperate Circumſtances, as theſe mult be, the Conſe. 
quence being the compleat Ruin of the Trade. For if the poorer 
Planters, who are by far more numerous than the Rich, are ruined, and 
the Rich come to live on their Eſtates, and abate planting Sugar, which 
they do for gain, and will do no longer than they gain by it, zhe 

t> Negroes will be ſold off to other Nations, the Strength and Trade will 
decline, the Inhabitants will decreaſe, they will Plant for Proyiſi- 
ons, and muſt be defended by a Garifon, or they will be taken by the 


firſt European Nation we quarrel with. 


There being ſach a Chain of fatal Conſequences attending Exg- 
land, as well as the Iſlands and Planters, it's hop'd, That the 
Sum propoſed to be rais'd on Sugars, may be levied on Wines, 
Brandies, &c. ; which will raiſe tt more effeQually, and with 
much leſs Prejudice to England in general, thoſe Commodities 

\ being purchas'd chiefly with our Ready Money, and the leſs 
of them we conſume, the Richer we are: Whereas Sugar is 
our own Produce, raiſed by the Expence of our own Manu- 
faQtures, and the Induſtry of our own People, and we are not 


the poorer for the Conſumption. 


57866 


